336                  THE   CIVILIZATIONS   OF   THE   EAST
the upper Menam. The heritage of this Indo-Chinese art influenced
by Indian standards now passed to Siam. In order to mark the con-
tinuity existing between Khmer and Siamese art we propose to treat
/ the subject of Siamese art here in brief outline. For reasons of space,
the study of Siamese art as a whole, with illustrations, will be re-
served for the fourth volume of this work, dealing with the Far East
(Vol. IV, Fig. 195-201).
In primitive times, before the coming of the Siamese, which dates
only from the thirteenth century, the region which is now southern
Siam was occupied by peoples of the Mon race, akin to the Khmer
and having as their centre the region of Lopburi, the ancient Dvara-
vati. There are several Buddhist statues in the museums of Lopburi
and Bangkok, dating from about the sixth century, which belong to
this Mon or " Dvaravati" period. Monsieur Coedes, who has pub-
lished a study of these works, with reproductions, in the Transac-
tions of the Siam Society for 1925 and in Ars Asiatica9 Vol. XII
(1928),1 points out their affinity with the pre-Angkorean art of
Cambodia and, at the same time, their profoundly Indo-Gupta char-
acter.2 In Ars Asiatica, Vol. XII, PL XII and XIII, he has also pub-
lished reproductions of Brahman or Buddhist statues coming from
the part of the Malay Peninsula that is now Siamese, which are no
less remarkable for their Gupta qualities of simplicity, softness, and
fullness of expression. These two sets of works prove that, about
the sixth century of our era, a community of ideal and technique,
in harmony with Gupta classicism, existed between the Indo-M5n art
y/ of Dvaravati, the art of the Malay Peninsula with its Indian influ-
ences, and the pre-Angkorean art of Fu-nan and " Chen-la of the
water." It may even have been through the medium of these schools
1  Coedes: Les Collections archeologiques du Musee National de Bangkok (Paris, Van
Oest).
2  Coedes: "Indian Influence upon Siamese Art," in Indian Art and Letters, 1930,1,
pp. 18-42.